GOETHE S  REPUTATION  IN  AMERICA
work has been misunderstood both in England and the United
States. Die Wahlverwandtschaften, however, is a "horrible book".
Generally, too, Goethe seems to him to err in dealing too much
with human nature in its degradation; he is a heathen, as opposed
to the Christian Dante.
As Longfellow grew older, his utterances on Goethe became
ever more favourable, although he, too, could never quite under-
stand his code of morality and values. But he found hirn to be a
man who longed for sympathy, a man of tolerant and kindly
judgment. This increasing respect which the American poet
cherished for Goethe finally penetrated his whole life and may
be said to have left a clear imprint upon his work. If in his earlier
period Longfellow indulged with predilection in the idyllic,
romantic contemplation of life, only to turn later to sterner issues,
Goethe deserves at least some credit for this transformation. To
be sure, Longfellow's treatment of those issues has often been
disparaged, even by ridicule, and has been called too homespun,
shallow and platitudinous. Such a good critic as James T. Hatfield,
however, is of a different opinion.1 He sees in him, rightly we
think, a poet** toward whom every honest American may cherish
the highest pride and affection".
To what extent the poem Evangeline is under the spell of Her-
mann und Dorothea, at least in form and ultimate purpose, is a
moot question. No similar doubt is justified in regard to the
question of the relationship between The Golden Legend and Faust.
Particularly during Longfellow's later years Faust loomed large on
his horizon. That The Golden Legend tries to achieve a somewhat
comparable purpose, without however fully succeeding, seems to
be patent.
James Russell Lowell, man of letters, poet, scholar, and
thinker, was in turn a dozen years younger than Longfellow.
The beginnings of bis occupation with German are to be traced
to his early student days at Harvard, probably to 1835. He may
still have begun his study of the language under Pollen. At any
rate, the interest in it which he developed at that time remained
with him for the rest of his life. That he became intimately
1 Op. dt.
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